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GOAL: 24-7 access to high quality treatment of substance 

use disorders in all California hospitals by 2025.

IMPACT: From April 2019 - June 2020 over 

50 hospitals treat patients with substance use disorders

208 hospitals implement the CA Bridge model in 2020!



Struggling with pain pills or heroin?

We can start you on buprenorphine 

(Suboxone) today.

Ask for the Bridge Team 510-

545-6572



OUD Opioid Use Disorder

MAT Medication for Addiction Treatment

patients identified with 
OUD

patients given a 
prescription for MAT

patients provided with 
treatment

patients linked to 
follow-up MAT care

Cumulative totals across all 

reporting CA Bridge sites 

(n = 52) as of June 30, 2020

11954 7718

5818 4994



This graph presents the total number of patient encounters by month across all Bridge sites that submitted data between April 2019 and June 2020  (n=52). Note that values reflect patient encounters rather than 

unique patients, as individual patient data is not currently tracked (i.e. if a patient received Buprenorphine in more than one month during this period, each encounter is counted in the monthly totals). 

CA Bridge Patients 

OUD Opioid Use Disorder

MAT Medication for Addiction Treatment



● All 52 hospitals offer buprenorphine starts from the ED.

● In addition:

○ 44 Hospitals: Treating Inpatient

○ 45 Hospitals: Treating Post-Overdose

○ 39 Hospitals: Treating in Obstetrics Units 

Clinical Impact 



● 1647 Providers X-Waivered Across CA Bridge-funded sites

● 29 Distributing Naloxone

● 40 Ready to Act as a training site in their region  

Clinical Impact



● 37 Hospitals: Engaging with EMS

● 38 Hospitals: Engaging with Law Enforcement

● 47 Hospitals: Engaging with local harm reduction resources

● Other ripple effects:

○ Bolstering clinic resource and access, particularly FQHCs

○ Naloxone Distribution in community   

Community Impact





SUNs MEET 

PATIENTS WHERE 

THEY ARE

● Early treatment of withdrawal

● Naloxone distribution

● Harm reduction kits



A Timeline of Addiction Care at AHS

2016

Buprenorphine 
not formulary

In the beginning...

2017

Ambulatory, 
low-barrier MAT

Buprenorphine 
Induction Clinic

2020

Telemedicine 
changes landscape

COVID-19

2017

One MD + Navigator
Behavioral Health

ED Bridge Clinic
SUD Program 

2018

State-wide, more 
SUNs

CA Bridge Program

2020

Integration of BIC, 
Bridge and SUDP

AHS Bridge 
Program



Overview of the 
AHS Bridge 
Program

● Universal linkage via SUN:

○ Community partners and 

patients

○ Within all of AHS

○ CHCN, other hospitals

○ Correctional facilities

● Bridge Clinic

● SUD Treatment Program 

(Behavioral Health)



AHS Bridge 
is leading 
the state

➔Goal to improve the 
number of patients 
engaged, offered 
treatment, and 
successfully linked to 
follow-up care



Inpatient 
Buprenorphine 
Start Guide

● Posted in all resident 

workspaces

● In my SmartPhrases in 

Epic under “.BUPSTART”



Home-Based 
Simplified Bup 
Start Guide

● Great for uncomplicated 

starts

● If less baseline opioid use, 

start with lower doses

● In my SmartPhrases in Epic 

under “.BUPSTARTHOME”



Treatment 

Starts 

HERE


