The UCLA Center for HIV Identification, Prevention, and

 Treatment Services (CHIPTS) and th@&n Diego Center for ENDING THE HIV EPIDEMIC

Equitable Access, Everyone’s Voice

AIDS Research (SD CFARvelcome you to a

World AIDS
DAY 2021
Event:

ADDRESSING INEQUITIES AND
SYNDEMICS TO ENDTHE HIV & 5 CHIPTS
EPIDEMIC
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“ WELCOME &
OPENINGREMARKS

Toaay,we come together 4vears after the

J first reports of HIV/AIDS in Southern
Callforniafor a reflectiveand celebratory
eventhighlightingnnovativeresearcland
community perspectiveon how we can
work together tadaress inequities and ern
the HIV epidemic










CHIPTS
HIGHLIGHTS

Nina Harawa, PhD

Innovative Approaches to
Address HIV Inequities and
Syndemics

David Goodman, MD, MAS




Implementation Science Approaches to
Address HIV Inequities aBgndemics

Ending the HIV Epidemimplementation Science Supplements

o Regionalesponse to HIV eradication efforts in southerrc@énties
/ Diagnose all people with HiV s earty s possible, o Preparing for longacting injectable treatment for HIV in LAsgeles

* o Useof technologybasedPrERservices to improve uptake,

adherence, and persistence among young men who have sex w
men and young transgender personsolor

Treat people with HIV rapidly and effectively to reach sustained

viral suppression.

00() Prevent newHIVtransmlsswnsbyusungprovenmterventlons mcludmg 0 T_eIeHeaItI‘to OptlmlzePrE_R:are continuum outcomes amaong
Qge pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) and syringe services programs (SSPs). cisgender Black and Latina heterosexuamen

__ | o Developing Implementation Strategies to Optinfz&FDelivery to
Respond quickly to potential HIV outbreaks to get needed prevention mmigrant | atino MSM In Los Ange(ésunty

o Implementation of an Emergency Department HIV/SUD Screeni
and Treatment ReferrahHealthTool for Latino Patients

and treatment services to people who need them.

And our UCLA 3R Implementation Science Hub focusedxoinring Intersectional Vulnerabilities
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Overview

o Currently spearhead threesearch studies ttest the effectiveness ointerventionsin improving
health outcomesamong populations atisk or currently living witHl\VV who have experienced

Incarceration.

o Thisconsortium of studies includes:
o LINK2
o MEPS
o BARS

o BothLINKZ2 and MEPS studies inclma@&igation principles and cash incentives to facilitate access to
services upon releasm order to supportlinkage, retention, stability, and harrmeduction.
o BARS Is a modeling study focused primarily on the impact of various biomedical prevention strategies

on reducing HIV In Black gay, bisexual, and other MSM.
o Thefindings from these studies seekaild on current best practices using a collaborative approach

between the study team and direct service providers.







LINK2

Pl: Harawa (UCLA), Belzer (CHLA)

Collaboration between UCLA, CHLA, U Chicago and LAC DHS (Wolchok)
NIHfunded

08/08/2017-03/31/2022

GOALS:

o Toadapt the LINK LA peer navigation intervention for adoltsreate aYouth Service NavigatiofiY SN)
Intervention to guide youth to needed services along the continuum of HIV cdi@s intervention combines
medical, substance use and mental health care with comprehensive reaniport.

o Totest the effectiveness of the new YSN intervention compared to standard of care services.




LINK2

WHY DOES THIS STUDY MATTER?

o HIVprevalence among incarcerated youfithree timesthat of the generapopulation.

o Onlyan estimateds-30% of YLWH achieve HIV viral load suppressioa to poor retention and adherence to
anti-retroviral therapy (ART).

o Existindinkage and retention services aresufficient to meet the acute needs of criminal justiaavolved (CJI)
YLWH particularly in the higimeed period following release from incarceration.




MEPS

Pl: Harawa (UCLA)

Collaboration between UCLA, L.A. CADA, CDU, Friends Research Institute
CHRPunded

1/21/2019 - 4/30/2022

MEPS

GOALSTo test the effectiveness of tHdobile Enhanced Prevention Support (MERS)vention:
To improve engagement PreEP

To encourage reqgular screening for HIV, STls, and hepatitis C

To encourage linkage to and retention in treatment for substance use disorders

To reduceaecidivism

.h.w!\’!*

LA.CADA

\_Ammovew

and Healthy Liv




MEPS

MEPS

WHY DOES THIS STUDY MATTER?

o Manypeople are contracting HIV even though we have the tools to pratent

o Minorities (race, sexuality, gender), people with substance use disorders, and people who have been
Incarcerated are at greatersk.

o Reentryis a particularly risky time for substance uséated harms.

/15 LACADA

\A A ith to Recovery

and Healthy Living




Free People Strike organizers at the \

June 7 Free People Now Rally, including ®

members of the Coalition to Abolish Th ree P rOJ eCt <
Death by Incarceration (CADBI), the

Human Rights Coalition, BLM Philly, the

MOVE family, and Philly for REAL

Justice. Photos: Courtesy of Free People

Strike Facebook page, which states,

ACredit for the major
goes to Care Wor‘eros




Community-University Partnerships

o Communitystakeholders driving the researchWe believe that research for disenfranchisec
communities Is only relevant if it Is informed by clients and their service providers. That's
our first approach to any study Is engaging g&keholders

o What we offer:
o Communitystakeholder engagement in frontlimesearch
o Supplementaservices to existing programs
o Improvedhealth outcomes for study participants and the community overall
o Potentialto inform next generation of evidendeased practices




What We Need
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o Inorder to draw meaningful conclusions from our research, we need to recruit a sufficient number of
participants who meet our eligibilitycriteria

o This includes for a BARS qualitatisabstudyof young Black gay, bisexual, and other MSM who have
used opioids.

o TheCovid19 pandemic has severely limited our ability to recruit




o Study materials\We provide flyers,

referral guidespresentationsand
animated shorts to our community
partners to share with their clients
and staff.

Directlinkage.We have study
personnel on standby to take calls
from clients; jJaHbased clients can
call uscollect

Pleasdollow uson:

nstagram: MEPSProjectLA
—acebook: Kevin MEPS
LINK2LA

Study Referrals

Darlene Hernandez
dseiden@mednet.ucla.edu dahernandez@mednet.ucla.ed

Danielle Seiden

3104637898 2135871525
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Gregory Victorianne

Gabriel Edwards
gedwards@mednet.ucla.edusVictorianne@mednet.ucla.edu
424-501-4829 424-501-4829


mailto:GVictorianne@mednet.ucla.edu

