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EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Postdoctoral Research Fellowship 2011 - present

University of California, Berkeley – Center of Research on Mental Health and Social Conflict within the School of Social

Welfare.  Director: Steven Segal, PhD.
Ph.D. 2011

University of California, Los Angeles – Doctor of Philosophy in Social Welfare; Global Health Certificate. Dissertation

Committee Chair: Laura Abrams, PhD. Dissertation Title: Living with HIV/AIDS in Lebanon: Women’s Perceptions of
Meaning. Scientific Mentor: Thomas Coates, PhD.
M.P.H. 2005 

The George Washington University – Masters of Public Health. Concentration: Maternal & Child Health. Masters Thesis: Needs and Strengths Assessment in Tatarstan: A Qualitative Pilot Study of Services and Needs for Caregivers of Children with Disabilities.
B.A. 1999

James Madison University – Bachelor of Arts; Major: English.
RESEARCH INTERESTS

Gender issues and sexual health; HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment; Middle East and North Africa region; Qualitative and mixed methodologies; Mental health and social conflict. 
TEACHING INTERESTS

Global health; International social work; Research methods; Human behavior; Gender and sexuality; Women’s health.  
PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS

Wagner, G.J., Aunon, F.M., Kaplan, R.L., Rana, Y., Khouri, D., Tohme, J., & Mokhbat, J. (in press). A qualitative 

exploration of sexual risk and HIV testing behaviors among men who have sex with men in Beirut, Lebanon. PLoS Medicine.
Linos, N., Khawaja, M., & Kaplan, R. L. (in press). Women’s acceptance of spousal abuse in Iraq: Prevalence rates

and the role of female empowerment characteristics. Journal of Family Violence.
Klein, H., & Kaplan, R. L. (in press). Condom use attitudes and HIV risk among MSM seeking partners for unprotected

sex via the internet. International Public Health Journal.
Brooks, R. A., Landovitz, R. J., Kaplan, R. L., Lieber, E., Sung-Jae, L., & Barkley, T. W. (2012). Sexual risk behaviors

and acceptability of HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis among HIV-negative gay and bisexual men in serodiscordant

relationships: A mixed methods study. AIDS Patient Care and STDs, 26, 87-94.

Kaplan, R. L., Linos, N., & Khawaja, M. (2011). Husband’s control and sexual coercion within marriage: Findings from a

population-based survey in Egypt. Violence Against Women, 17, 1465-1479.
Brooks, R. A, Kaplan, R. L., Lieber, E., Landovitz, R. J., Lee, S., & Leibowitz, A.A. (2011). Motivators, concerns, and

barriers to adoption of pre-exposure prophylaxis for HIV prevention among gay and bisexual men in HIV

serodiscordant male relationships. AIDS Care, 23, 1136-45.
Mumtaz, G., Hilmi, N., McFarland, W., Kaplan, R. L., Akala, F. A., Semini, I., … Abu-Raddad, L. J. (2011). Are HIV

epidemics among men who have sex with men emerging in the Middle East and North Africa?: A systematic

review and data synthesis. Public Library of Science Medicine, 8. 
Kaplan, R. L. (2010). Caregiving mothers of children with impairments: Coping and support in Russia. Disability and

Society, 25(6), 715-729.
Chibber, K. S., Kaplan, R. L., Padian, N. S., Anderson, S. J., Ling, P., Acharya, N., … Krishnan, S. (2008). A common
pathway toward women's health. Global Public Health, 3(1), 26-38.
OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Kaplan, R. L. (2006). HIV/AIDS in the Middle East and North Africa: A brief review of prevention, research, and

resources. Middle East Studies Bulletin, 40(1), 45-51.

Kaplan, R. L. (2006). [Review of the book On shifting ground: Muslim women in the global era, by F. Nouraie-Simone,

Ed.]. Journal of Middle East Women’s Studies, 2(3), 105-107.
FUNDING

2011-2013. 
Consultant for RAND Corporation on “Exploratory Evaluation of MSM Social Networks and HIV Risk

Behavior in Lebanon” (NIH Grant R21MH093204-01).
2010-2011. 
Dissertation Year Fellowship, University of California, Los Angeles; $20,000.
2010. 

Barbara Furse Mackey Scholarship, Philanthropic Educational Organization; $5,000.
2010. 
Center for AIDS Research Institute SEED Grant for Dissertation Research, University of California, Los Angeles; $5,000.

2009. 
Summer Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS) Scholarship, University of California, Los Angeles; $5,000.
2008-2010. 
Psycho-Social Issues and Mental Health Services for Persons Living with HIV/AIDS (T32MH-19127) 

fellowship, NIMH, University of California, Los Angeles; $20,000 per year. 

2008-2009. 
James and Judy Bergman Family Research Fellowship in Mental Health, University of California, Los

Angeles; $20,000.
2008. 
Summer Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS) Scholarship, University of California, Los Angeles; $5,000.
2008. 
Graduate Summer Research Mentorship Program in the Humanities & Social Sciences, University of California, Los Angeles; $5,000.
2008. 

Global Health Training Program summer travel grant, University of California, Los Angeles; $5,000.
2007-2009. 
Social and Behavioral Determinants of HIV/AIDS Prevention Traineeship, University of California, Los

Angeles; $5,000 per year.  

2007. 

Hannah-Rubens Fund Scholarship; $3,000.  

2004. 

Travel grant, The George Washington University; $500.
HONORS AND AWARDS

2012-2013. 
Selected junior scholar for the (NIH-funded) Global HIV/AIDS Mentoring & Training Network.  

2007. 

Critical Language Scholarship for Intensive Summer Institute.

SCIENTIFIC MEETINGS

XIX International AIDS Conference, Washington, DC, July 22-27, 2012. “HIV Infection in the MENA Region: Workshop at the XIX International AIDS Conference.” Invited Participant.  
2nd Annual UC Global Health Day, Berkeley, California, February 4, 2012. Meet the Experts. “Qualitative Research in the International Setting: Challenges and Opportunities.” Discussant.  

2nd International Workshop on HIV & Women, Bethesda, Maryland, January 9-10, 2012. “An Exploratory Model for Understanding the Experiences of Lebanese Women Living with HIV/AIDS.” Poster Presentation. 
Locating the Social: 1st International HIV Social Science and Humanities Conference, Durban, South Africa, June 11-13, 2011. “Context Matters: Socially Situated HIV/AIDS-related Stigma among WLWHA in Lebanon.” Oral Presentation. 
Unsettling Feminism(s): Disrupting the Center, Dismantling Oppressions, Transforming Social Work, Chicago, Illinois, University of Illinois at Chicago, May 22-24, 2011. “The Intersection of Identity and Health: What Should We Do with Gender?”  Oral Discussion with co-author, E. Maxwell Davis.
4th Conference on International Social Work, Los Angeles, California, University of Southern California School of Social Work, March 25-27, 2011. “International Social Work Research: Lessons Learned from China & Lebanon.” Oral Presentation with co-author, Fei Wu.
XVIII International AIDS Conference, Vienna, Austria, July 18-23, 2010.  (1) “Living with HIV/AIDS in Lebanon: Women’s Perceptions of Meaning.” Poster Presentation; (2) “Nascent HIV epidemics among men who have sex with men appear to be emerging in the Middle East and North Africa.” Poster Presentation; (3) “Update from the Middle East and North Africa: Women and HIV.” Global Network of Researchers on HIV/AIDS in the Middle East and North Africa (GNR-MENA) Session Organizer, funding provided by the National Institutes of Health; (4) “Attitudes among Current and Future Healthcare Providers: HIV/AIDS-related Stigma Assessment in Lebanon” Invited Participant & Presenter, Stigma and HIV Infection in the MENA region, Workshop; (5) “HIV Prevention among MSM in MENA.” Global Village Oral Presentation.  

Global HIV Scholars Forum, Renmin University of China. Beijing, China, March 25, 2010. “HIV & Gender: (Qualitative) Update from the Middle East.” Invited Speaker.  

MENA Think Tank on Stigma and HIV Prevention. Rabat, Morocco, October 25-28, 2009. “Enacted, Anticipated, & Internalized Stigma: Assessing HIV/AIDS in Lebanon.” Invited Participant & Presenter.

Midwest Sociological Society annual meeting, Des Moines, Iowa, April 2-5, 2009.  (1) “HIV-Related Knowledge and AIDS-Stigma among College Students in Yemen.” Paper Presentation. (2) “Sociology and Health.” Session Organizer.

XVII International AIDS Conference, Mexico City, Mexico, August 3-8, 2008. “Perceptions of HIV/AIDS among university students in Yemen.” Abstract (CDD0402).

Midwest Sociological Society annual meeting, St. Louis, Missouri, March 27-30, 2008. “Gender Differences in Attitudes toward Mandatory Pre-Marital HIV Testing for Men among College Students in Four Arab Countries.” Oral Presentation. 
XVI International AIDS Conference, Toronto, Canada, August 13-18, 2006. Developed content, agenda items, and materials for press with the Global Network of Researchers on HIV/AIDS in the Middle East and North Africa for the Middle East Networking Zone, Satellite Session, and Global Village sessions.

Association for Advancement of Behavior Therapy Annual Convention, New Orleans, Louisiana, November 19, 2004. “Needs and Strengths Assessment in Tatarstan: A Qualitative Pilot Study of Services and Needs for Caregivers of Children with Disabilities.” Poster Presentation.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

“Social and Preventive Medicine (Part 2).” American University of Beirut (AUB) – Instructor in the Department of 

Epidemiology & Population Health; Spring Semester 2010.  
“Social and Behavioral Factors of HIV/AIDS: A Global Perspective.” Community Health Sciences 294: University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) – Teaching Assistant with Donald E. Morisky, ScD, MSPH, ScM; Winter Quarter 2009.
RESEARCH AND PRACTICE EXPERIENCE

September 2011-

Postdoctoral Research Fellow


Present

Mack Center on Mental Health and Social Conflict

University of California, Berkeley



Develop, strategize, and launch the new center of research.  Expand the empirical knowledge base for

addressing the mental health-related potential, pitfalls, and consequences of social conflict for

individuals, families, groups, and societies.  Mentor graduate students.  
August 2011-

Consultant

July 2013
RAND Corporation





Santa Monica, California



“Exploratory Evaluation of MSM Social Networks and HIV Risk Behavior in Lebanon”
(NIH Grant R21MH093204-01).  Provide input and consultation regarding cultural sensitivity and appropriateness for study recruitment, data collection, and measurement tools.  Ensure that the study methods are culturally appropriate for Lebanon and sexual minorities. Other contributions include: initial conceptualization of the project, grant writing, qualitative interview training, qualitative data analysis, and manuscript development.
June 2007-

Middle East region Program Coordinator
May 2008
Women’s Global Health Scholars Program
        

University of California, San Francisco

Manage Middle East research, training, programming, and capacity building.  Develop research concepts, explore funding opportunities, manage grant submission, liaise with professional contacts at UCSF, NGOs, health organizations, and with potential and current funders.  
Research Coordinator 
June 2005-
Women’s Global Health Imperative 
        

University of California, San Francisco

June 2007 
Act as main point person and research coordinator for the Founder/Executive Director of 
the research

organization.  Supervise one assistant to manage the Executive Director’s meeting and travel schedule as

well as various obligations both within and outside the home Department of Ob/Gyn and Reproductive

Sciences.   Oversee and manage special research projects.  Promote and participate in inter-disciplinary 
collaboration.  Manage multiple NIH-funded international conferences.  Recruit for key positions both

locally and internationally.  Prepare manuscripts for publication.  Develop new directions, collaborations,

and project areas.  Federal and private grant writing. 

Advanced Admissions Evaluator promoted to Admissions Counselor 

March 2004-
Medical School Admissions



The George Washington University

December 2004
Review applications for the Doctor of Medicine degree program admission.  Determine eligibility and requirements. Recommend applicants for admit/deny status.  Screen and advise walk-in applicants. Operate independently and part of the team of admissions office staff members. Counsel applicants in regards to direction and application. 

Research Assistant promoted to Research Coordinator

October 2002-
The Parent-Child Health Project



The George Washington University


March 2004
Oversee and supervise major research studies within The Parent-Child Health Project funded by the National Institutes of Mental Health. Obtain authorization through the Medical Institutional Review Board (IRB). Manage lab including volunteers, interns, and staff. Administer procedures involving EEG, ECG, respiration, startle signals, temperament, and heart rate. Collect data through the use of audio/visual equipment.  Resolve discrepancies in Microsoft Access databases revealed by running SAS programs.  



Case Manager






June 2001-
Regional Center of the East Bay





Oakland, CA

September 2002
Coordinate services and supports for a residential caseload of adults with developmental disabilities. Facilitate person-centered planning. Use knowledge of American Sign Language for communication with clients. Assist with organization and planning as founding member of the “Deaf Task Force.” Act as liaison between employer and residential facilities.

Interim Director






March 2001-
Mount Zion Childcare & Development Center



Richmond, VA


May 2001
Purchase curriculum and plan summer program.  Increase enrollment and supervise staff members and volunteers.  Write grant proposals for the funding of projects.  Interview, hire, and train staff members.

MEMBERSHIP AND SERVICE

International AIDS Society, Invited Abstract Reviewer within Track D: Social Science, Human Rights and Political

Science for XIX International AIDS Conference July 22-27, 2012.  

Global Network of Researchers on HIV/AIDS in the Middle East and North Africa (GNR-MENA), Chair of

Communications Committee, 2006-2007; Executive Director, 2007-2010; Advisory Committee, 2010-2012.

Association of Reproductive Health Professionals (ARHP), Member

Middle East Studies Association (MESA), Member

International AIDS Society (IAS), Member

Midwest Sociological Society (MSS), Member

Scientific Collaborator on the “Middle East and North Africa HIV/AIDS Epidemiology and Response Synthesis Report,”

December 2007 – September 2008

Sociologists’ AIDS Network (SAN), Member

Journal of Middle East Women’s Studies, Ad Hoc Reviewer

Violence Against Women, Ad Hoc Reviewer

Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health, Ad Hoc Reviewer
INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL AND LANGUAGES

Extensive travel throughout the Middle East & North Africa (MENA) and other regions.

Lived in Beirut, Lebanon for 18 months (2009-2010).  

Some Arabic and Spanish skills.  

