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WHICH YELLOW DOT IS BIGGER?



GOOD NEWS OR BAD NEWS?



Adolescents – defined by the United Nations as those 

between the ages of 10 and 19 – number 1.2 billion in 

the world today, making up 16 per cent of the world’s 

population. 

.14% of adolescents globally are living with HIV

99.86% of adolescents globally are NOT living with HIV







CURRENT APPROACH TO HIV PREVENTION AND TREATMENT…



RESILIENCE AND RESISTANCE



RESILIENCE AS A PROCESS (FERGUS & ZIMMERMAN, 2005)
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RESILIENCE  PROCESSES AMONG LGBTQIA+ YOUTH



RESISTANCE AS A PROCESS: TRANSPORT PHENOMENA

Transport Phenomena (science & engineering)

R = ρ (L / A) 

 R is the resistance in ohms (Ω)

 L is the length in meters (m)

 A is the area in square meters (m2)

 ρ is the proportional constant Resistivity

Resistivity: the resisting power of a material

Resistivity is influenced by the environment (   temp =   resistance)                                                        
and the composition/mixture of the material (   resistive materials =   resistance)



RESISTANCE TO OPPRESSION

R = ρ (L / A) R = ρ (S / D)

 R is the resistance

 [L is the length] S is social connectivity:  Increase social capital (bonding, 

bridging, & linking)

 [A is the area] D is distraction: Increase critical consciousness & focused 

awareness

 ρ is the proportional constant Resistivity

 Resistivity: resistive processes (e.g., resilience) [Zimmerman] which are 

impacted by inter-related contexts/cultures/histories (environment) and the 

person (composition) [Bronfennbrenner]



RESILIENT VS. RESISTANT ECOSYSTEMS’ RESPONSES TO 

DISTURBANCE

 Resistant ecosystems show little impact due to repeated 

disturbances over time.  

 If disturbances become too intense, structure and function 

may be severely impacted.  

 At this point a resistant ecosystem does not easily recover.

 Resilient ecosystems are often immediately impacted by 

even low intensity disturbances.  

 It has the capacity to quickly recover structurally and 

functionally to levels approaching the pre-disturbance 

condition.



PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER…

…With a little help from Meyer’s Minority Stress 

Framework, Critical Consciousness, Intersectionality
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LAYING THE GROUNDWORK FOR FUTURE 

INTERVENTION DEVELOPMENT
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