
YOUNG CHILDREN 
AFFECTED BY 
HIV AND AIDS 

INITIATIVE 
& 

NURTURING CARE 
FRAMEWORK 

(WHO)



The Conrad N. Hilton Foundation is a 
family foundation established in 1944
by the man who started Hilton Hotels. We
provide funds to nonprofit organizations
working to improve the lives of 
disadvantaged and vulnerable people 
throughout the world.

Since our inception, the Foundation has
awarded more than $1.7 billion in grants 
globally through our grantmaking
programs and Humanitarian Prize work.
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Presentation Notes
We invest in seven program areas, each involves partnering with grantees, generating new knowledge, giving voice to issues and joining with other to achieve measurable impact. 

Catholic Sisters, Disaster Relief and Recovery, Foster Youth, Homelessness, Hospitality Workforce Development, Safe Water and Young Children Affected by HIV and AIDS.



YOUNG CHILDREN AFFECTED BY HIV AND AIDS
Improving early childhood development outcomes for young children affected by HIV and 
AIDS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
History- Began in 2012 with a goal to improve cognitive, social and physical development outcomes for young children affected by HIV and AIDS. Its focus is on children and families living in communities highly impacted by HIV and AIDS in ways that go beyond biomedical HIV treatment. The Initiative addresses head-on the challenges HIV presents to caregiving and works to ensure young children do not merely survive, but also thrive. 

Given that we are targeting young children affected by HIV and AIDS – the corresponding goal for 2030 for the Foundation’s strategy is to improve developmental outcomes for young children (0-5) affected by HIV and AIDS (in our target countries). 
This is in line with the 2030 Sustainable Development Goal 4.2 


Phase II- 2017-2021 




At least 250 million children, or 43% in LMICs, are at risk of sub-
optimal development due to poverty and stunting
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The burden

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note overap between children at greatest risk for sub-optimal development and high HIV prevalence in East and Southern Africa



Building the brain

• During late pregnancy the brain starts to wire itself forming connections 

• In the months after birth over 1,000-10,000 new connections are made every 
second as the baby “senses” her environment.

• As babies get a little older, their brains begin to eliminate rarely used pathways 
and to reinforce those that are used often
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’re striving to bring together the latest brain science as well as HIV science.
Given how important the first two years of life are – we’ve placed greater emphasis here.



• The first 1000 days, starting from 
conception, are a special period

• The most formative experiences come 
from NURTURING CARE 

• Benefits are lifelong and intergenerational 
and the cost of inaction is huge

• Policies, information and services are 
essential

• Multi-sectoral collaboration is needed and 
the health sector has a special role to play
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The Lancet series (2016) key messages 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Early Childhood field has been dynamic in recent years.  We co-funded the special 2016 issue of the Lancet that emphasized the important of the first 1,000 days, nurturing care and the role of the health sector.

Consequently – we have also put much emphasis on integration of parenting support on stimulation and responsive care as part of routine health services.



To identify, test, and deliver program approaches that 
have the potential to improve developmental outcomes of all 
children affected by HIV and AIDS in Kenya, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Tanzania, and Zambia

OUR 5 YEAR STRATEGY GOAL 

Total 
Children 
Under Five: 
25m

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But our goal for the next 5 years is more specific – as to get to the end goal of improved development – we need to identify, test and deliver effective, scaleable programs in our 5 focus countries of Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, Tanzania and Zambia.




YOUNG CHILDREN AFFECTED BY HIV AND AIDS 
INVESTMENT AREAS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This work manifests the Foundation’s philanthropic approach towards the improvement of growth and development outcomes, in enabling scale-up and sustainability, and to focus political will and increase investments.





A road map that outlines: 

1. Why efforts must begin in the earliest 
years, from pregnancy to age 3

2. How nurturing care protects children 
from the worst effects of adversity

3. What caregivers need in order to provide 
nurturing care 

launched at the time of the 71st World Health Assembly in 2018
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The Nurturing Care Framework



What the child’s brain needs and expects for optimal development 
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Nurturing care

COMPONENTS OF NURTURING CARE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are focused on the least understood elements of nurturing care – responsive caregiving and early learning and on integrating these elements as part of nutrition and health services.  The framework also emphasizes the important of multi-sectoral collaboration and coordination.

There will be work at the WHO to further detail how nurturing care and HIV/AIDS are inter-related and I expect that the discussions today will be really helpful.
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Touch points

Additional platforms 

Health and 
nutrition Education Child protection Social protection 

Clinical services Home visits Group sessions Child care 
centres 

Antenatal care

Postnatal care

Immunization

Well child care

Sick child care

HIV prevention and care

Nutrition rehabilitation

for supporting families and young children

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Big emphasis universal support as well as targeted support for families that need it – including those affected by HIV, poverty, adolescent pregnancy and humanitarian settings. HIV is recognized as a risk factor given all of the social/economic and bio-medical challenges that it presents.
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Strengthening systems and doing things 
differently

Services that: 

• address all five domains 
of nurturing care

• consider the needs of 
both caregivers & child

• Provide extra support for 
perinatal depression, 
developmental delays

• are connected across 
sectors

Engaged communities 
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Next Steps to Make the Framework Practical

• Policy briefs on HIV, mental 
health, disability etc.

• Situational assessment and 
planning guides

• Compilation of intervention 
best practices, innovations

• Community dialogue guides

• Sharing of tools on a 
knowledge platform (ECDAN)

Preparation of a range of policy briefs, guidance and tools including

• Advocacy materials

• Guidance on how to adapt training 
materials and tools to include Care 
for Child Development and parental 
mental health

• Recommendations for priority 
implementation research questions

• Follow-up for country actions plans

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mention that UCLA’s Jody Heyman has been engaged given her work in this space.

There will be work at the WHO to further detail how nurturing care and HIV/AIDS are inter-related and I expect that the discussions today will be really helpful.  The Coalition for Children Affected by AIDS has been advocating for a more holistic approach to children and families affected by AIDS for the past 15 years – glad that Corinna Csaky – the manager – can be on the phone today.
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Thank  you
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