HIV Prevention is 215 Feet Away:

Developing Geosocial Networking
Interventions for Young Men Who
Have Sex With Men




Figure 3: Estimated New HIV
Infections among MSM
Aged 13-24,2008-2010
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What Do You Do When
You First Wake Up?

Our interaction with each other through our phones begins as
scon as we awake, Within the first 15 minutes of waking up,

4 out of 5 smartphone owners are checking their phones and
among these people, nearly 80% reach for their phone before
doing anything else. These statistics alone drive home the utility
of and reliance on smartphones,
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Source: peoplestaringatphones.tumblr.com



Young Adults and Social Media Use
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Geosocial Networking Apps
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- Grindr first launched in 2009

- Geolocating feature allows users to connect with other users
nearby

- View pictures, see profile information (e.g. age. race/ethnicity). send
text messages within app. and send location

« More than 6 million Grindr users in 192 countries

- More than one million Grindr users log on to the app every day and
transmit more than seven million chat messages and two million
photos to one another

- Grindr users spend about an hour and a half using the app daily.
and they log in an average of eight times per day:.

Source: grindr.com
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- Geo-targeted messages about equality issues sent
to its 1.5 million US. users

- Created awareness regarding LGBT equality issues
being voted on in November

- Encouraged Grindr users to register to vote,
provided them with sources that'll show them
nearby poll locations, and prompted them to vote
when the time comes

- Promoted knowledge of those presidential

candidates and state and local candidates who
support LGBT initiatives

Source: grindr.com
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YMSM and Technology Use
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Figure 1: Participation Rates among Grindr-Recruited YMSM, Los Angeles CA, 2011.




Demographics




"Sex Risk among Young Men who have Sex with Men who use Grindr, a
Smartphone Geosocial Networking Application (Rice et al.)

« 75.4% of YMSM reported ever having sex with a partner met on Grindr

- YMSM reported significantly higher rates of condom use with partners met on
Grindr (59.8%) relative to those partners met elsewhere (41.9%)

- Only 14.7% reported unprotected anal intercourse (UAI) with their last Grindr
partner
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Acceptability of Smartphone Application-Based HIV Prevention Among
Young Men Who Have Sex with Men (Holloway et al.)

In addition to using Grindr, 46% of participants currently used another smartphone
app, such as Jack'd (20%), Scruff (14%), or Boy Ahoy! (10%)

Participants used Grindr to:
- Kill time when bored (86%)
- Make new friends (80%)
- Meet people to "hook up" with (67%)
- Connect to the gay community (65%)
- Meet people to date (65%)

Number one reason for using Grindr was to meet “hook ups" (29%)
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Testing site

What is the place you go most often for information re: HIV/AIDS or sexual health?
e Ir/ED




How are youwilling to receive HIV
on programming?

71%

In-person Online Smartphone
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