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In 2018, 8.1% of new 

HIV cases were among 

people with injection 

drug use (3.8)% or 

male-to-male sexual 

contact + IDU 

transmission risks 

(4.3%)



Syringe Services Programs 
(SSPs)

Keys to success: 

▹ Provide sterile 
injection 
equipment

▹ Work with people
while they are 
continuing to use 
drugs, with love & 
respect
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New Programs Respond to 
the Overdose Crisis4

2002 2020



Source: Mother Jones Magazine 9-06-2017, CDC Data

Massive Increase in Opiate 
Overdose Deaths

Amphetamine overdose 

deaths have increased 212% from 

777 in 2012 to 2,427 in 2018 and 

surpassed heroin overdose deaths.
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Source: Josh Katz, Abby Goodnough and Margot Sanger-Katz. In Shadow of Pandemic, U.S. Drug Overdose Deaths Resurge to Record. New York Times. 07/15/20

CA  +23%

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/07/15/upshot/drug-overdose-deaths.html


Overdoses and HCV rose 
together – especially among 
young people

117% increase 

from 2012

159% increase 

from 2012

Source: CDPH Office of Viral Hepatitis Prevention



Chronic Hepatitis C – Age 
Distribution of Newly Reported 
Cases, California 2007 and 2017

Source: CDPH Office of Viral Hepatitis Prevention



Co-Infection with 
HCV in Scott County

▹92% of people infected with HIV 
were co-infected with HCV

▹HCV increases in 20-29 year-olds 
preceded HIV outbreak in Scott 
County

9



HIV outbreaks have been occurring across the 
United States  among people who inject drugs

Scott County,  
Indiana 215 cases,

2015

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  
46 cases, Oct 2017-Sept 2018

Cabell County, West Virginia  
80 cases, 2018-2019

Northern Kentucky &  
Hamilton County, Ohio
135 cases, Jan 2017-Oct 2018

Lawrence and Lowell,  
Massachusetts
129 cases, Jan 2015-June 2018

King County, Washington  
27 cases, 2018

Multnomah County, Oregon  
42 cases, Jan 2018-June 2019

Lifetime medical cost from  

Scott County, Indiana  

outbreak:

>$100 million
Data adapted from Volkow et al., 2019, publications, presentations, and health alerts.



Gaps & Opportunities



Intertwined Epidemics 
Require Integrated Response

▹Expand syringe access 

▹Examine funding streams – who is left out?

▹Expand access to MOUD (medication for opiate use 
disorder)

▹ Improve viral suppression for PWID

▹Root out stigma, misinformation and mistreatment in 
medical, public health and social services

▹“Nothing about us without us”
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