
 
 

 

    
A Regional Response to End the HIV Epidemic in California 

Friday, January 24, 2020 | 8:00 am – 4:00 pm  
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion at the Music Center 

 

8:00 a.m. Registration and Breakfast 
 

9:00 a.m. Welcome and Opening Remarks: Vision for the day 

 Steve Shoptaw, PhD, Director, CHIPTS 
 

9:15 a.m. Priorities & Investments to Support Regional Coordination to End the HIV Epidemic:  Federal and 
State Perspectives 

 Harold Phillips, Senior HIV Advisor and COO, Office of Infectious Disease and HIV/AIDS Policy, HHS   

 Christopher Gordon, PhD, Branch Chief, Division of AIDS Research, National Institute of Mental 
Health  

 Paul Weidle, PharmD., MPH, CAPT USPHS, Office of the Director, Division of HIV/AIDS Prevention, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  

 CAPT John F. Moroney, MD, MPH, Regional Administrator, Region 9, Health Resources & Services 
Administration  

 Michelle Sandoval-Rosario, DrPH, MPH, Prevention through Active Community Engagement (PACE) 
Regional Director for Region 9, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health (OASH)  

 Benjamin Ayers, Deputy Director, Office of HIV/AIDS Housing, US Department of Housing and 
Urban Development   

 Andrew Forsyth, PhD, Director, California HIV/AIDS Research Program  
 
Moderator: Steve Shoptaw, PhD, CHIPTS 
 

10:15 a.m. Audience Q&A session  

10:45 a.m. Break 

11:00 a.m. Counties’ Ending the HIV Epidemic Plans: Identifying Gaps & Building Bridges for Regional 
Coordination – Selected County Presentations 

 Mario J. Perez, MPH, Director, Division of HIV and STD Programs, County of Los Angeles 

 Cynthia Turk, Health Education Specialist, San Bernardino County, Department of Public Health 

 Natalie Silva, Program Manager, HIV/STD Clinical Services, Orange County Health Care Agency 

 Lea Morgan, MPH, HIV/STD Branch Chief, Riverside University Health System – Public Health 

 Patrick Loose, Chief, HIV, STD & Hepatitis Branch of Public Health Services, County of San Diego 

 Hanna K. L. Hjord, MPH, HIV/HCV/STD Behavioral Health Coordinator, & Bill Blum, MSW, Director 
of HIV Health Services, San Francisco DPH  
 

Q & A Session 
 
Moderator:  Kevin Sitter, MSW, MPH, SOA 

12:00 p.m. Network Lunch   

12:45 p.m.  What’s Already Accomplished? Building on Success with County Existing Collaborations  

 Erica Washington, California Regional Collaboration 

 Jadawn Wright, Deputy Director, Pacific AIDS Education & Training Center, UCSF 

 Aunsha Hall-Everett, MA, CBA Manager, California Prevention Training Center 

 

Moderator: Steve Shoptaw, PhD, CHIPTS 



 
 

 

1:10 p.m. Diagnose and Treat Pillars: Develop a Plan to Increase HIV/STI Screening, Early Treatment, 
and Sustained Viral Suppression 

 Sonali Kulkarni, MD, Medical Director, Division of HIV and STD Programs, County of Los Angeles 

 Erica Washington, MSW, Medical Case Manager, Upland Healthcare Center, Riverside/SB County  

 Weyman Edwards, Program/Linkage Care Coordinator, Arrowhead Regional Medical Center, San 

Bernardino County  

 Dennis Tankersley, Program Director/Lead AAP, Vituity/Arrowhead Regional Medical Center, 

Emergency Department, San Bernardino County  

 
Q & A Session 
 
Moderator:  Tom Donohoe, MBA, LA Area AETC/CHIPTS 
 

1:50 p.m. Respond Pillar: Enhance Data System Coordination to Rapidly Respond to Outbreaks and Inform 
Service Planning 

 Philip Peters, MD, Medical Officer, California Department of Public Health, Office of AIDS  

 Ryan Murphy, PhD, MPH, Chief, Surveillance, Epidemiology, Assessment, and Evaluation Section, 

California Department of Public Health, STD Control Branch 

 Andrea Kim, PhD, Chief of HIV/STD Surveillance, Division of HIV and STD Programs, County of Los 

Angeles 

 
Q & A Session 
 
Moderator:  Pamina Gorbach, DrPH, CHIPTS 
 

2:40p.m. Prevent Pillar:  Increase PrEP, Syringe Services Programs, and Other Proven Interventions 

 Gabriel Maldonado, CEO, TruEvolution, Riverside/San Bernardino County  

 Luckie Alexander, Founder, Invisible Men,  Los Angeles County  

 Lello Tesema, MD, MSHPM, Associate Medical Director of Prevention, Substance Abuse Prevention 

and Control, Los Angeles County  

 Mark Casanova, Executive Director, Homeless Health Care Los Angeles 

 
Q & A Session 
 
Moderator: Steve Shoptaw, PhD, CHIPTS 
 

3:15 p.m. Next Steps & Closing Remarks  

3:45 p.m.  Adjourn 

 
 
This event is organized by the Center for HIV Identification, Prevention, and Treatment Services (CHIPTS)  

and made possible by funds from the National Institute of Mental Health (P30MH058107). 


