SESSION 6:

When is my sexual behavior safe?

Objectives

1. Participants will know how safe different sexual behaviors are.

2. Participants will assess the safety in their own sexual behavior.

3. Participants will determine the extent to which the entire groups' actions are safe.
Rationale

There is a lot of confusion in the minds of many adolescents about which sexual behaviors are safe or risky.
As sexual acts have a number of components to them and are relatively specific, it is important to be as
definitive as possible.

Once having acquired some degree of specificity about which behaviors are safe and which ones less so,
this information needs to be personalized in order for it to play a significant role in fostering safer sex.
Adolescents need to see exactly what they are doing and how it can lead to becoming HIV-positive.

But being left with only knowledge about their own individual behavior can be both frightening and
misleading. Therefore, learning how other member of the immediate group are acting is useful both in
terms of support and in providing impetus to change.

Procedures

1. Re-introduce the group and ask them to state the age at which they first came in contact
with sex. Stating the age is done in order to begin the movement toward a more personal
involvement with safer sex. Also review the homework on risky situations. End with a report
on successes in keeping safe and check out feeling levels.

2. Have group members think of a close friend and put that friend on a safer sex continuum
with regard to vaginal intercourse.

3. Next have two teams sort sexual acts into safe, probably safe, and definitely unsafe sexual
behaviors.
4. Give out a confidential questionnaire which allows the participant to take a reading on how

risky their own behavior is.

5. If the group agrees to it, use the individual data in a strictly confidential manner to build a
group profile of safer sex practices.

6. Do two role plays: one about abstinence and the other about someone beginning sexual
contact.



7. End with group building through showing appreciation for other members' contributions and
take a final assessment of feelings.

Materials
Tokens
Feeling Thermometers
Newsprint and marking pens
Signs for sexual continuum
Two sets of Sexual Acts cards
Check Yourself Out questionnaires
Answer sheets for the questionnaire

Scripts - JoAnn and Jane

Exercise 1: Introducing and reviewing

Leader says
It is good to see you back in "Stay Safe!"

As you know, we are trying to become more competent in keeping us from getting HIV, and we are working
on leading the kind of life we want for ourselves.

Let's go around and introduce ourselves. Tell your name and at what age you remember something about
Sex.

It could be something you saw, something you heard, or something you did.

How old were you when you first came in contact with sex?

Don't tell us any shady stories - just how old you were.

Just say "I'm Sam and | was three years old."

I'll start. I'm and | was when [ first came in contact with sex.

Have everyone give their name and how old they were when they first came in contact with sex.
Very good.

How are you feeling right now on the Feeling Thermometer?

Encourage answering and pass out tokens for participation and for participants to use in giving
strokes.



Remember how important it is to stay in touch with how much discomfort and comfort you are feeling and
what those feelings are.

At the end of the last session | asked you to think of another situation that made it difficult for you to practice
safer sex.

What did you come up with?

Ask everyone what they came up and use tokens.

I'm glad to see you found out something more you need to be cautious about.
What did you do since we last met to stay safe?

If you did something not directly related to staying safe sexually but something that improved your life, tell
me about it also.

I'm interested in even the smallest thing you did because | want to see you stay healthy.
So what did you do?

Encourage sharing and give out tokens. Catch someone doing something good.

Exercise 2: Finding out how safe sexual acts are

Last time we focused on risky situations.

This time we will look at risky actions.

All of you have friends outside of this group.

We want to start by seeing where your friends are.

How do they behave when it comes to safer sex?

Think of one friend whose sexual behavior you know very well.

At one end of this wall is having vaginal intercourse with a condom and using a chemical that kills HIV.
That chemical is called non-oxynol 9.

Put up a sign at one end of the wall that says "condom with non-oyxnol 9."

At the other end of the wall is having vaginal intercourse without a condom, without non-oxynol 9, and
cuming in the vagina.

Put up a sign at the other end of the wall that says "no condom, no non-oxynol 9, cum inside."
In the middle is having vaginal intercourse without a condom and without cuming in the vagina.
In the middle of the wall put up a sign that says "no condom, no cuming inside."

Now we have a line from safe at one end - condom and non-oxynol 9 -to unsafe at the other end - no
condom, no chemical, cuming inside.



And we have all the degrees in the middle.

Now think about your friend.

What does your friend actually do?

Not what they believe they should do or what they say they do.

Go stand where your friend's behavior fits.

Have participants stand where they think their friend would be.

Do you think your friend would be there in every situation or just some of the time?
Get answers.

How do you think your friend decided that this is the way to behave?

Encourage answers.

Why do you think that you aren't all standing in the same place?

Encourage discussion. Remember the tokens.

Not everyone agrees on how safe any sex act is.

There is a lot the scientists don't know about HIV and AIDS.

How much worse is vaginal intercourse than oral sex?

We are not sure.

So what do you do when things are uncertain?

Who will be JoAnn and who will be Jane?

Select the volunteers and give them the scripts.

These scripts get you started, but where it says "Make it Up" in capital letters you role play the rest.

The other group members will observe and try to figure out what we would do in this situation.

JoAnn and Jane

JOANN: | have a problem.
JANE: What's that?
JOANN: My boy friend, Franklin, wants me to suck him off without a condom. He says the condom

cuts down on the thrill. I'm not sure how safe that is.

JANE: You sure don't want to get HIV.
JOANN: | know. Do you think | will get it from giving him head without a condom?

JANE: To tell the truth, I'm not sure.



JOANN: So what should | do?
JANE: MAKE IT UP
JOANN: ROLE PLAY IT

THE END

That was great!.

Give out tokens.

How do you two actors feel?

Encourage their giving a feeling thermometer reading. Throughout the discussion that comes up,
emphasize the point that when things are uncertain and you are not sure, be conservative - take the
safest route.

What did you like about what you did?

Obtain responses

What would you have done differently?

Obtain responses

What did other people like and what would they have done?

Encourage feedback.

The main point is that if you are unsure, if the risk is unclear, choose the safest way.

If you never smoked crack and you didn't know what effect crack would have on you, what should you do?
Encourage discussion of being cautious, playing it safe.

Now let=s bring this a little closer to home.

There will be two groups, and each will get a set of cards with sex acts on them.

| want you to sort the acts into three piles: Safe, Probably Safe, and Definitely Unsafe.

Then put your categories up on newsprint.

Divide the participants into two groups. Make sure the cards are shuffled so that they are not in any

order. Then pass out a set of sex acts cards to both groups. Have them sort the cards into "safe,"
"probably safe," and "definitely unsafe."

Sex Acts Cards



Not having sex

Masturbating alone

Hugging, massage, dry kissing

Masturbating with another person but not touching
Deep wet kissing

Mutual masturbation with only touching on the outside
Mutual masturbation with inside touching using a condom
Body rubbing

Intercourse between the thighs - not inside

Mutual masturbation with orgasm on, not in partner
Putting sex toys in with condoms on or sterilized

Oral sex on awoman

Oral sex on a man without a condom but not putting the head of the penis in the
mouth

Oral sex on a man with orgasm and using a condom

Oral sex on a man without a condom, putting the head in the mouth, and pulling out
before ejaculation

Oral sex on a man, no condom, and ejaculating in the mouth

Vaginal intercourse with a condom, foam that kills HIV, and pulling out prior to
ejaculation

Anal intercourse with condom, lubricant that kills HIV, and pulling out prior to
ejaculation

Vaginal intercourse with a condom, foam that kills HIV, and ejaculating inside
Vaginal intercourse with a condom and ejaculation inside

Anal intercourse with a condom, lubricant that kills, and internal ejaculation
Use of sex toys by more than one partner, no condom or sterilization

Vaginal intercourse with foam but without a condom and pulling out before
ejaculation

Vaginal intercourse using foam that kills HIV and without pulling out before
ejaculation

Vaginal intercourse without foam that kills HIV, without condom, and without pulling
out before ejaculation



Anal intercourse without a condom and withdrawal before ejaculation
Vaginal intercourse with internal ejaculation without a condom but with foam

Vaginal intercourse with internal ejaculation without a condom and without any form
of barrier contraception

Anal intercourse with internal ejaculation and no condom

The Order of Sex Acts According to Safety

DEFINITELY SAFE
(No exchange of semen, vaginal secretions or blood)

Not having sex
Masturbating alone
Hugging, massage, dry kissing
Masturbating with another person but not touching
Deep wet kissing
Mutual masturbation with only touching on the outside
Mutual masturbation with inside touching using a condom
Body rubbing
Intercourse between the thighs - not inside
Mutual masturbation with orgasm on, not in partner
Putting sex toys in with condoms on or sterilized
PROBABLY SAFE
(Most likely there would be no exchange of semen, vaginal fluids or blood)
Oral sex on a woman with a dental dam
Oral sex on a man without a condom but not putting the head of the penis in the mouth
Oral sex on a man with orgasm and using a condom
Oral sex on a man without a condom, putting the head in the mouth, and pulling out before
ejaculation
Vaginal intercourse with a condom, foam that kills HIV, and pulling out prior to ejaculation

Anal intercourse with condom, lubricant that kills HIV, and pulling out prior to ejaculation



Vaginal intercourse with a condom, foam that kills HIV, and ejaculating inside
Vaginal intercourse with a condom and ejaculation inside
Anal intercourse with a condom, lubricant that kills, and internal ejaculation
DEFINITELY UNSAFE
(Almost certain dangerous exchange of semen, vaginal secretions, or blood, urine or feces)

Use of sex toys - inserted into vagina or anus - by more than one partner, no condom or
sterilization

Oral sex on a man, no condom, and ejaculating in the mouth
Vaginal intercourse with foam but without a condom and pulling out before ejaculation
Vaginal intercourse using foam that kills HIV and without pulling out before ejaculation

Vaginal intercourse without foam that kills HIV, without condom, and without pulling out
before ejaculation

Anal intercourse without a condom and withdrawal before ejaculation
Vaginal intercourse with internal ejaculation without a condom but with foam

Vaginal intercourse with internal ejaculation without a condom and without any form of
barrier contraception

Anal intercourse with internal ejaculation and no condom
When the groups are finished sorting, have each group lay out the "safe" pile of cards on the floor
so that everyone can see them. Compare the two groups cards and discuss the differences. See if
agreement can be reached. Then go on to the "probably safe" and follow the same process. Lastly
have them display the cards in the "definitely unsafe" pile. Then compare, discuss, and seek
agreement.
| have a list of what is supposed to be the right order.
Let's compare my list to what you have agreed on.
Make comparisons and discuss.

What does your Feeling Thermometer read after all that?

Encourage sharing of feeling readings.

Exercise 3: How safe am 1?
At last we come to you personally.

How safe is your behavior?

| am going to pass out a questionnaire which asks you to indicate what you do sexually.



This questionnaire is for you to keep.
No one is going to ask you personally to tell the group about your sex life.
To make it strictly confidential don't put your name on it.

Take a few minutes and answer these questions.

Check Yourself Out Worksheet*

This checklist is completely confidential. It will help you determine whether your behavior puts you at risk.
Be honest with yourself. Check every item that is true for YOU.

1. | have never had vaginal intercourse.

2. | have never had anal intercourse.

3. | have never given someone oral sex.

A | have had the same sexual partner for the last 10 years and NEITHER of us has had sex

with anyone else during that time or used a needle for IV drugs.

5. | have never inserted a sex toy which someone else has used in my anus or vagina.

If you checked 1, 2, 3, and 5, you are safe from getting HIV from sexual activities. If you checked 4, you are
also safe.

6. My partner and | have used a latex condom plus a spermicide with non-oxynol 9 every time
all our lives every time we had vaginal or anal intercourse.

7. My partner and | have used a latex condom and a dental dam every time we had oral sex.

8. My partner and | have both been tested for HIV and both tested negative. Neither of us has
had any sex with other partners.

9. If either | or my sexual partner has shared needles, we have always cleaned the works with
bleach before use and never shared needles with another person.

If you checked 6, 7, 8 or 9, you have lowered your risk for getting HIV.

10. | have sex without using a condom and spermicide.
11. | have oral sex without using a latex condom or dental dam.
12. | have had sex without a latex condom with someone whose sexual and/or drug history was

unknown to me.

13. | have had sex without a latex condom with someone who has had many other sexual



partners.

14. I have had sex without a latex condom with a man who has sex with another man.
15. | share needles for drug use.
16. | had a blood transfusion between 1977 and 1985 or had sex with someone who had a

transfusion during this time.

If you checked 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, or 16 you are at risk for HIV.

* Modified from Teaching Safer Sex, Brick, et al., 1989.

Allow five minutes to complete the questions.

Exercise 4: Building a group profile of safer sex acts
Here's what | would like to do next with your permission.

It seems to me useful to figure out how this whole group here today practices safer sex.
You can see how others are doing in here.

No individual's behavior will be known.

So if it is OK with you, I'll pass out a blank answer sheet.

All'it has on it are the numbers of the questions you just answered.

Hold up the "Check Yourself Out Worksheet" so that group members are clear.
You mark on the answer sheet the numbers that you checked.

I'll collect them and then we will tally up what the whole groups' answers look like.

Is that OK with you?

Discuss the idea of building a group profile. Indicate that someone could decide not to participate
and that would be fine.

If it is ok, pass out the answer sheets. Then collect them and shuffle them. Have a group member
read off the answers while you put them up on newsprint.

Group Answer Worksheet



2. 6. 10. 14.

3. 7. 11. 15.

Let's go over the results.

Review the results, relating the scores to the content of the items, and discuss.
What is the safest sexual behavior?

Encourage answers. You are looking for "abstinence."

You have the right answer: not having sex with someone - abstinence is the safest way.
Who will play George and who will play George's sister, Louisa?

Select volunteers.

George, your goal is to explain to your little sister, Louisa, why not having sex is the safest way to prevent
HIV/AIDS.

Louisa, you haven't had sex yet.

Your goal is to find out from your big brother, George, what you should you do.

George and Louisa, tell us what your goal is.

Have the two actors tell the group what their goals are.

While you two role play the scene, the rest of us will observe.

We will look for what emotions you are showing and how you handled talking about not having sex at all.
Assign observer roles to each person in the group who is not playing one of the parts.
You watch the face of the first person, and you watch the face of the second person.

You look for emotion in the voice of the first person, and you the second person.

You watch the posture of the first person, and you the second person.

You watch the hands of the first person, and you watch the hands of the second person.

OK, now let's do the role play.

If necessary, coach the players in acting out the scene. Make it a brief scene. When it is finished,
pass out tokens and ask the two actors the following:

How did you feel?
Have the two actors use the feeling thermometer levels.

What did you like about what you did?



Wait for answers.

What would you do differently?

Wait for answers.

Now let's hear what the observers picked up.

What emotions did the two people show?

Ask each observer what they saw.

What did you like about how they handled the situation and what would you do differently?

Ask each observer for responses. Again emphasize that this role play was about taking the safest
route.

Let's do a another quick role play to end today's session.

Who will play Junior and who will play Johnny?

Select two volunteers.

Junior, you are 13 years old and you have never had sex.

You found this girl you want to have sex with but you aren't sure what is OK to do.
Johnny is 17 and thinks he knows his way around.

Junior, ask Johnny what you should do.

Johnny, you tell Junior what he should do to be safe for his first sexual encounter.
Junior, what is your goal?

Have Junior indicate that his goal is to find out what sexual behavior is OK to do this first time.
Johnny, what is your goal?

Have Johnny indicate that his goal is to give Junior straight information about what is safe sex on
this first try at having sex.

While you two role play the scene, the rest of us will observe.

We will look for what emotions you are showing and how you handled talking about what is safe.
Assign observer roles to each person in the group who is not playing one of the parts.
You watch the face of the first person, and you watch the face of the second person.

You look for emotion in the voice of the first person, and you the second person.

You watch the posture of the first person, and you the second person.

You watch the hands of the first person, and you watch the hands of the second person.



OK, now let's do the role play.

If necessary, coach the players in acting out the scene. Make it a brief scene. When it is finished,
pass out tokens and ask the two actors the following:

How did you feel?

Have the two actors use the feeling thermometer levels.

What did you like about what you did?

Wait for answers.

What would you do differently?

Wait for answers.

Now let's hear what the observers picked up.

What emotions did the two people show?

Ask each observer what they saw.

What did you like about how they handled the situation and what would you do differently?

Ask each observer for responses. Again emphasize taking the safer route. Also throw in some
additional information that using a lubricant (with non-oxynol 9) can make the first time much more
enjoyable and less painful for the girl. Many girls:= first vaginal intercourse is poor for lots of
reasons.

What are thoughts about what we did today?

Discuss. Remember using the tokens.

How do you feel on the Feeling Thermometer?

Encourage sharing of feelings.

The homework for next time is to think of one thing that will help you practice safer sex.

You worked hard again today, and you all deserve a lot of praise.

Let's go around and give some strokes to each other.

Encourage showing appreciation for participants' contributions.

I'll see you next time.

We meet on (date) at (time).

END OF SESSION 6






